Highlight of the day: Watching the sun go down is a must &l Morgan's Flock

socky customs officer
chyjching & machine gun
stares al me blankly, The

purstic: landing strip in Ciranada
wias i weleome sight afier my
nime-howr joumey But, desplic
the inconprucas fake FBI cap,
this guy does not book bappy.
His businesslike stance nemifids
me ["ve arrived in volatile
Central America. He lets me in
anyway and thers are only 1o
by aleend of being joled
proisd on Sint rosds until

I amive at Nicamgua's lasest
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LETTETTY ROWENA CARR-ALLINSON TRAVELS TO CENTRAL AMERICA, NOT IN SEARCH OF REVOLUTION BUT UNSPOILT PARADISE

ECO-resort IS a real COUp
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hundreds of jobs that Morgan s
Eock created.

Artiviag al the lodge is lika
slepping into a Ganden of Bdea:
glant butterflics Namer in the kish
and cverpowering topleal Mnesd
The |-1--..;LH.I;|¢_~|: =
lodge zims io ;
atlrac] high-eed
g in
cxchanpe for a
taste of narwne and
nianure. Ecolegy

eco-resorl, Morpan's Rock,

immaculrte taste
O the way, we drive past
Lake Nicarngua, with its
iimpreksive Lwin voleanogs
oy Ovmaebepn Baland. 1i's
the kind of sght the
Micaraguan toeris boand

Micarngua in Contral Amarica, once

us with

& warlarg, |8 now
ppening ils doors to tourism. Morgan's
Fock lodge, wedged betwesn the Facific
apast and Lake Micarpgua, is pioneering
aco-1duriam in tha country
Cumancy: £1 = 28 Moaraguan Goid Conddoa
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degigner crockery by stafl who

are pemandly pleated o work
there, Battling miv fear of
heights, | get wsed 1o the hanging
bradge suwspended E2m over the
canopy ¥ reach my calss, The
-:ur.ul:. plei p!!:_'u't. hmging
daybeds and melting for walls
reinforce the iree-house feel.
The wounel of the Pacific 1%
overwhelminig bt i takes just &
day Lo adapa o the daylight
rhiythms. The Sam collie: is
GUIPE k|‘||.: 1% wleormne
hefiore | '|1|_'-;|J Ol B0 WalCh
jurtle sachlings scarper
{iroer i besch into the
warf, |'m plone on the
heach as the tiny createres
(il b thear imatimens amd
launch themselves oo the
ocean for the firs wime.
There's mofe wildlife in
the reimfored. [unng

i Ly iIg 10 romEse Ak 1he
country allempls 1o pvive

a dhire economy by luring
travellers from neighbouning
Coity Rica,

The poventy ks suiking: thin-as-
a-rake dops ane barefoo children
roasm on poi-holed roads. Boay
eutthe meeander I'Iﬂ'|3'. |armices
lend their ebds & coloarial,
overloadel buses whize past.
With 50 per ceni unemployment,
"% el winder the San Jusn dsl
Sur commusnily wlcommes the

and sustainabality s the

pricrity: 70 per cent of the food
it produced organically oasise,
including shrinips and even
cheese; thousands of plasts have

hiawe been ladd ool and, of coorse,

("l.a:r:..'l]"_'ing 14 n.'-.,'y.'vl.'rr.‘».]- Al bl
iz heated by sodar pancls.

It may sound like & hipps
retreat bot immaculabe isste and
sophisticated standards reign
Complex meals are served on

bravvolEuk g, co. 0k

a horicriding trek wilh
Jesus, a westhersd kil
whisperer, | spot howler
moekeys, pamots and while
tailed deer. An voklight, we hin the
bisch, where the horses” hoowves
sink desp into the s2nd.

San Juan del Sor, & rradigional
fishing cormimunily, has a basdful
of B&Bs calering For
backpackers and mufers drawn 1o
the seclsded coves st Marsella
Beach amd 1os Playones. In the
village, where waching the
sunaei o the haghlight of the day,
snack shacks serve simphe
seafood dishes. 11 [ could zet thal
Cusboms gy dhoran here, ['m sane
['d pet & wnsibe out of him.
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FIVE OTHER THINGS TO DO
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L Hiks grourd T et slord iR
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Come and see

Australics

frue colours
Fly with Qantas from only £535

Book now. Call Cantas on

0800 169 1030

visit werw.australia.comfoffers

ar see your travel agent for details.
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