TOURING America
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In Texas, bigger is better. So how else to tour the Lone Star State

-

‘ VER DRIVER ONE OF THESE
E babiea?" asked Richamd, our
mechanic. He was Tricnsdly

enaagh, but | wasn't sure what he meant
by ‘habdcs” = this was 3 moasber

An 400 (1 219m) lone and 120 (3. &6m)
hilghs, this wasn't vour andinary
“peoreational vwhicles'. This woul take
Lot BelEiE Used 1o, However, the sie,
S and g..\jn;lg_u_':\. |'||'|-r'|l|'..|_'|_1 afy InIETesang
journcy. We set off in our palace-on-
wheels, ansxious and exclied as Richand
bid s fareweell, Y all hiee fin mos,

Fiving into Dallas for an BY erip anoand
the gloriowss state of lexas, 1S slvisable to
'|Ih,'|'||_1 a 1_:H_||,1||_' o days in the city hebore
heading out. It's a great place bo visit and
Fidr e wants to deive with et lag. As well
s excellent food and shoppdng, there ane
frequent live games starring the famous
Dallas Cowboys American foothall team.
For a taste of hofug raing. the Lone SEar
Fark hosts big events. Amnd i vou orave
sy culiure, the Dallas Maseum of Art i
leirmiie B0 ETRATNY EPCHT IMipressionksls,

Teras, ofherwise koawn ai the Lone
Slar Stabe, b enosmeas = bigeer than

42 MOTOR CARAVAN Juna 2005

il &
et

France = andd the distandes are deceptively
la There ks plenty 1o do and swee, from
Ehre Beawtiful state pagks o the Wiy
ranches 1o the boaming cities. A trip
aroursd the Hill Country in the sonth-wesd
couild take & couple of weeks, (IF ol myone.
S why did we choose Texas? VWell,
Texas is ihe USAS BV Meoca. [t as il the
alate was made bor toyring in these gl
wiehicles. The mumiber of RY rendal
I.Ill'llil'\.lllll"l and ¢ ANTE]E sited a8 vou drive
along the interstates is astondshing, and
ihee $Eake F|.1r|n. hawe all thie arseniibes you
could wish for Hil Country ge1s very
asy in spring when the rolling hills come
.J_||1.'-|_l with Muchomnets, which cover the
landscape like a soft, colowrful Blanke. If
v preler to have the wide open roacds b
yvourself, try ihe less busy autumn per sl
© As a first gtop, the 1826-30r¢ nature
preserve of Cedar Hill b ideal, being just
1 i lbes sowthvwest of Dallas off Highnway
7. [t i the '|H_'rf-_~q,1 intFoaduction te the :Iﬁ[.'
of the lamd withould sbeering b 1f (10
youar puoint of departure, and its worth
getting w1 e BY before heading out
it the sunaet.

The park office at Cedar Hill closes at
G bt | you have a reservation vl Tl
finwdd @ map and instrections pinmed to the
door, Arriving after 10pm is risky as mest
parks tend 1o choae their gates a8 might
Reversing thie oversias EY into the |'\l||.1..|l-
in the dark wasnt msch fan s aim b
arrive during daylight. What wad that we
wire told about avolding frees?

Each |1|!|_|1 has hioak-uges o water ani
304 electricity, a fire-ring and a picnic
table, Thankfully, the pitches were large
gl O A0 oAyl oalr 'L"l.llv.]rldlll,,t:'
BV, The living rooen and bedroom =0t h
possessed James Bond-type features wiheene

at thie [lick of a switch = the room
extenabons slide o4it 1o almaost dowble the
sige of the mooms. Much lan was hed
deciding on the size of the living room|

Remember o ook up on supplies
before leaving, and don't forget the
caifbery and CooKIng equipmeni 100,
Luackily, the giant Wallblant superstons
have amiple parking spaoe o
sooomamsndate BVs.

Waking up in the 1'J.r|:.' uifalgal 515
sunshine, it's hasd 10 imagine yvoune so &







EXTEIT America

THE RV

Tha Diplomat Il B we 100k on tour camee aith a high
spdcification, including a J30HF Cumniming Disesl engine, 7.5
Oar chassl gonersion, Sulomabc Fanamisson, eather imenor,
P TV, VR, and LIV, coarpumes bles, UL player, wiarlgr pLemar,
rasad ral siorage wilh shoe-out trrg, seeping for six peopls,

s domatic awming, all hoses and connechons rsded fior exbérior,
sot of fesh quedn-SiEe ifdns, mad SlkaE, nalarade CEmd
g’l:l.l‘“?'.l direchory, Beodagraciais [okel paper, dhamecals 10 fread
rﬂ*’.ll"q Earks and modan connachong, Whal moes could an
Esraing Cowbaoy wish ior 1o axpdore The Lone Star stale®

g

el
k.

_—

With the slide-outs in action, B is lods of neam intids

close to [hallas. The park’s enommaous |oc
Powal peservodr had over 1900 miles af
shoreline and a marina renting paddie-
banats, jet skis and pontoon boats, G
fishimg for largemouth black bass and
calfish or take a hike aross the
plcturesgque, wooded hills covered in
purple conedlowers, blue sage Mowers and
cedar elm. 0 you hear & rampias in e
bushas, it's prohably boboats, armadillas,
of FICCONs.

Bird-watching enthasiasis will be spoilt
i Codar HlL. The park is hame (0 nede
tropécal migranis such as the yellow-hilbed
cusckoo and the indign bunting.
Througlseatl autumn, mby-crowned
kinghets and American kestrel flock to the
park, as well as black vultures amd many
oLlser Species.

While you're enjoving the owldooss,
remerber that all camps have rubes to
abide by, Its worth checking specifics, at
IR e COTMIEION Sonsd,

Austin powers

Eeluctantly depaning feom Cedar Hills,
wie hegled south on the 135, towands
Austin. Here, the highway is lined with
hundreds of fast-food outlets, malls and
discount stores, Evervihing seems e have
briseeny Bl in XKL dize. Loaries ane 5o big
it like Alce e Wonderdond gone wrong.

Austin angd San Amionio are both wonh
a vigit, Audlim, the capital city of Texas, is
i vibrant city amd the gateway to the Hill
Country. With 300 days of sunshine a
wgad, the boswn baeathes the great catdoors,
Even downtown amid tse skyscrapers,
Toramn Lake odfers 10 miles of hike-andsbike
trails, The city is the seli-prodessed ‘live
miusic caprital of the woelkl” with Mues,
country, aml jazz perfformed nightly.

It worth mentioning here that, as yon
muight cxpect, navigaling an unknown
cily im & 40-fo01 motorhome can b
extremely tricky. The best solution is 1o
fired a state park camp site that 2lso has a
mental car ellioe. A day's car remtal shosld
onky et you back arounsl £25. Soame parks
even have Free shuttles to take you to the
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closest attractions = undess, of course, you
firnd a ey pasking attendant willkng
ter Lake a Bribe for an exolic bit of parking!

To spend a conple of days somewhere
juist & short drive avway, the Mokinney
State Park is periect, The park - only 14
miles from Awstin, off Highway 183 -
haoasts the artraction of the welr on Ondon
Creek, whare waters cascade over a 100
limestonmse edge under ancient pecan e,

In fact, driving across Hill Country to
Sam Anbonks, we fowaned the TEHeT Was
richdled with breathtaking natural parks.
Although they don't all accommadabe
EW's, they are always wonth a day trip.
From ihe Longhorn Caverns and
Enchamnted] Rock Stage Sutural Aned to
Honey Creek, there i a wealth of splendid
soenery to see, inclsding clear rivers and
stunning rocky Canyons,

O the road, tanma stretches as far as
the eve can see, Sweeping hills, lush
ecunirvside and gleaming wihite ranch
femes line the roads for mibes. Al as
so0m as you get used ko the wide-open
space, you pass a hill or a oomer and the

view makes you ask in amazement, ‘Just
e much space is there hore?

Hesding to Sam Anionks, the cighth
largest city in the Uinited 55ates, meant a
haok into South Texas Plains country. Youw
can’t visit 3an Antonio withowt stopqing
by the Alamo. Dating back to 1718, the
mistion building is seen as the shrine of
Texas liberty, and a symbolic reminder of
& Pbew men’s fght againsi all oddds, Today,
the infamous building is totally
refurbished and in pristine condithon.

A tvpical evening's cntertainment
ranged from reading a good Book 1o S0ar-
garing. bo catching up with the news on
o of 1w satellite TVs, Eating al fresco
o the picnic ench can abo e a sociable
cvent as you chat to friendly RV veterans
in the pitch next dooe,

The van had ample storage space for
anmy surplus shopping aoquined in town,
and it just a case of remembering what
wenl wihene. The catch B nol 16 store
casentials away in cupaaarnds that
disappear when the calims are ‘shrunk” -
we brarned that fast enowgh!

Hising an FV in the LIS i nol cheap, ao
hane's A kst ol scme of the costs and
condions of hie wa peperenced when
hiring an AW frowm Hall Motodhomss

B Bumic weekly oo of 22500 (about £13480%
B Fosorvtion depaos! of S200 (ot T107L
Aol Mrevards your Dass eclal faricd

B Petundasbyes sacurity deposi of $2000
[kt T1073)

B Cf-saasnn (15 Saptember to 1 Agdl) 150
mikisd par iy Pepss; Dok sesiaon (2 Apil 1o
14 Sapdamban 100 milss por cay oo

B Additonal milaags i 3020 (107D per
mia for Boononyy coacnes and 5035
(1880 per mig for Luoary and Elte
cosches. Prices do nol inchucs Teoms skate
rerrial tax of 10 par e

W M dies a0 i 25

N Mo propana chame (additional propans is

responsidny of renier

I (M ey angpe (Nl PLS] B0 redunned
in e 3ame CONGTon a5 recenec)

W Genemiorn usage: Fye hours koe par day
andd 52 par oo Over Lisage

W Al rerials e for fve days minkmum

W Matrraadha delkaany B pvalaiia, ool tha
affica lor pricing

W Fighis, pebred snd tha renial 8l ackd L,
k. on ihe Dright sae. Matonal Parkes:
charge acund 526 fabout £13) pér right
inclhuding hook-up and a meve 31 for laundey!
W Food in supermarkosts i alss chaap and
CONTHES i large portions

Far mone information centaot:

Hall MotorHome Rental, 6515 East 1-30,
Fcyse City Taxas 751583

vy hadmolorhomenartal Soem

A0 -T21-5047



U thing to consider is that the eat
im Tixas cam be unbearable, Eememiber to
stay hydrated and, although | am not a
big fan of the alr conditboning freney in
the US4, it's useful to have sircon at
hand. The Diplomat I allows you be use
the generator while driving to power the
extra aircon, whickh iS5 most wseful.

e of the highlights of Hill Country is
Barsdira, (e cosvbaoy capital of the waorld.
The tiny town looks like a western msovie
set, complete with tumbleweeds that blow
by amd iron signs that swing in e wind.
W were detp Info cowboy teeritary, whicte
men really do seear Stetsons on their heads
and chaps oser their Wranglers. The
atmosphene was [ascinating and the locals”
frienadliness shone ihrough mstic manners
and demeanour,

I'he histogical town, located on Apache
and Comanche Indian ground, has plenty
fo keep you busy, whether it's visiting the
ol jail or the {rontéer maseum, o
shopping for your flrst palr of genuine
covwboy biets, Bodeo season runs from
'!'.1.1_'!.' o September, But ranches operate all

viear roundd. Hook up at the Farm Cowniry
RY Fack, to mingle with thelr “critters’,
and spendd the day at a legal ranch.

Back to the ranch
Thie Shver ‘:.|1ur Ramch is a cosy family-run
ranch where its hard not to feel at home
in minutes, [oe Bob, the allable '--'mngln-r
with weathered features and a kind smile
is an old hand here and knows the
L4, 0005001 ramch inside out, He'll take
yoau o 8 tour ‘oul yorder” to [ook at the
livestock, As well as their American
quarter horses, the ranch keeps longhorm
cows, the pride of Texas. Before | knoew it,
I was an the payroll feeding a calf his
bottle = and it surprisingly hard work!
For jisst $40 (about £21) each yvou'll get
a cowhoy breakfast, lunch or supper, an
honar-long horseback ride, and the wse of
thic |'-n-|:.|. Hearty, delicious meals ane
served up in the ranch Bouse dining foom
or Texas BECQ-style at the picnic grounds,
Wieen it was time to leave, we had to tear
ourselves away (rom the offer of some
iresh fried chicken and lemonace.

INFO ON THE WEB

Taurist infarmation
Fer & fréa Wourist infonmation pack call 200 4558
TEX [LE5], or wisil wianw. Irgvedies com

Amstin wew aushinlescs og
Bandara www banderacowbaycapial com
San Antenka e sanantonioceh. com

o8- to do

Texas Parks and Wildlile vomw e stole Ko
Texas Dwbside v limitouteide com

Farm Country RV Park wenw Rirmcc com

RY Lifestyle
‘Woodall's wwv woocals com

Trailer Lite Direclory
wrarw Helireciony com/Andax clm

Soathern hospdtality is not a myth, its
alive and well in Texas!

by noay, the BY held no more secrnets;
the shveer vodume of the interlor, the
gadgets and the pneumatic levelling cams
a5 secomd mature, Lessons wie bearmid
i luabed fillimg upe at truck stops with
larger noedes. And foe Alling yourself up,
these staps ane full of Shellys and Ecllys
ready to serve you fresh coffee in backet-
sized cups and make small-talk

Heading back towards Dallas, Highway
270 s one long straight stretch of road
that scems o snake on forever. Lone letier
hoxes st om the side of the road, but there
is net a house in sight. Romantic names
like Cormanche Creek, Cherry Mountain
Loop and Pecan Bayou ape bound to make
vou smile. Occasionally, a small picture-
perlect western fown disrupss thde mule of
mature with western outfitters, hardwane
stores and oven chocolate shops lining
the streets. Fick-up trucks ane everywidre,
heing the anly vehicke o drive in working
catthe coumtne.

At night, the six-mike stretch o the
Park Boad 15 to reach Lake Brownwood
state TMark will feel lke eternity, but the
park Is theere, 1 prnmim.'. Sormehow, B just
spems that a Texan mile is longer than ks
British counterpart.

The 537T-acre park is almost at the heart
of Texas and the lake's shores ane hom b
whitestailed deer, rpocoons, and
armadillos, while the water teems with
peerch, catfish and bass, 115 race to see
iack bears n HEL Country but ey have
e spotied, $0 make sure you use the
bear-safe dusthin hook of you may have
unwanted goeits!

Texas is a [ascinating place to visit at
the best of times, but exploring by BY is
really special, This Is the one place where
Americans don’t compromise. When it
comes to comifort and ease, iy have
thought of evervthing. 11 may not i a
.,'h-e:.ap holiday, once you budget the
flights, the rental and the petrol, but oor
tour of the Lone Star Siate swas worth
every oent
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