Truly

tropical

With a heritage dating back 3,000 years, Caribbean style draws on a

melting pot of cultures, religions and influences across its many
islands says Rowena Carr-Allinson

andy-coloured buildings with

lownred  shutters,  archways,

waoden balconses and interior

couryands remind ws of the

Canbbeans fraught history.
For despite the Eurcpean presence, the
Carizbean has retained its colourful and
exohc touch

The dazzing white beaches, lush green
rainfonests, turgquose seas, grapefruit and
mango of the region ane picked ug in the
tangenne, lime, bald blue, pink and
whiterwvashed walls, The architecture and
design from  different continents are
adapted to a tropical lifestyle,

The islands and their opportunities
have attracted interest from a new
generation of designers. Mary Fox Linton
and Myron Goldfinger follow in the
footsteps of British designer Oliver Messel,
whao left his mark on Bustigue and
Barbados in the 19505

Today, Fox Linton and Goldfinger add
a touch of glamowr and contemparary
style 10 a mew bype of réesort and
residential home. While Fox Linton is
credited wath the leesh mterioss at

Carlisle Bay in Antigua, Goldfinger has
changed the face of Anguilla, A fellow of
the American Institute of Architects, he
has recenved numerous awands  for
architectural design excellence and has
created a post-modern landmark  at
Altamer with an audacious complex of
QEOMETrcal Snagses.

Today, Caribbean style i all about
uncerstated colonial  elegance  and
traditional rustic simplicity.

While some resorts stay meticubously
taithiul o their ndigenous rools with
straghtiorward  rattan  furpiture  and
stone walls, others hark back 1o the
colonial era with flamboyant grandeur,
Beyond that, newcomers ane setting new
standands with cutting edge luxury

Caribbean  residential  architecture,
however, is a mix of colonial two-storey
homes, grand townhouses and chattel
cottages, Homes wene bult 1o wathstand
extreme weather conditions, from intense
humid heat to hurricanes — particularly
pertinent vath the recemt hurmcaines

Bricks, onginally imported a5 ballast, ar
sty coral and limestone were ideal

building materials. The pink tint can be
traced back 1o plaster mix made from
crushied coral stone and seashells

Blending aesthetics with the practical
wias a challenge. Homes needed cover
from harsh winds, shelter from the rain
and shade from the sun. The Spaniards
wirng most at ease. Verandas, halconies,
shutters, patios, upper galleries, double
arcades and indoor courtyands, as wall as
wrought ron doors, were all used 1o
ncrease ventilation

The wooden chattel houses, created in
Barbados post=ernancipation as ‘mobile
homes', are the staple Carbbean home
The colourful cottages still sit elevated on
concrete blocks today, ready 1o up and go
and let raimesater run under

As for furniture, initially all four poster
beds, rocking chairs and seftess wene
mported from Europe, but the sof
woods didn’t last and soon local artsans
WEMe  Creating Copees  using  bocal
hardwoods better suited to the weather,
nurmidety and termites. Craftsmen were
soon adding personal touckhes Bke carved
palm fromds, fruits and leawes.
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ISLAND STYLE

Lush andd trogecal, the paradise islands of the
Canbbean were a bounty of wealth for
Europeans in search of new territories and
resources. By the eary 16th century the
Spanish congquistadors had annihilated the
local Amenndians and the fight for
coloneation had begun in eanmest.

The European hertage s obviows. The
contrast betessen slands and their unigue
personalities s striking., Some features,
especially  Hispanic, may have spread
througihout, but each island has kepl ns
individuality and coloniser's touch

The Englsh victory over the Spanish
Armada in 1588 started a 300-year struggle
for colonsation between the Mgy PaayErs baroque bu Fl':ll'qu. {@alure arcinvays, Carved reqrganisaton of the agricx.'rur.il oystem
in Europe: Spain, England, France, Holland  ceilings, verandas, jalousies, bright stucco  The best place 10 witness Spanish style is at
and Denmark. With the explosion of trade  walls, shuttensd doorways and bakoonies the unscathed Aldama Palace in Havana. The
— fwrst with tobacoo, then cotton and finally Buddings mirrored the architecture of the  entire town retains its barogue and recoco
the “white gold’, sugar cane — plantation  Spansh Mudejar, popular in Seville and  style highlighted by tall pillars, internal
mouses and [ifestyles were bullt to match the  Andalusia. Tiled floors, infricate wood  patios and shaded arcackes and galleries.
European standards. At the same time, 15 carvings and wrought iron grills, as well as §
millicn slaves were shipped in from Africa, open  courtyards  waith  fountains  and French flavour
: T mahogany beams throughout, are & direct  Guadeloupes, Haiti, Marie Galante,
r:l:.]l:'..!!] 50 ':,_E.':‘If]h-ff'-.'f“ legacy of the Moo Martinique, 5t Barts, 5t Martin
Cuba, Dominican Republic, Puerto Rico Unlike other Europeans, the Spanith The French dom-roms (overseas territonies)
The Spanith used the Carbbean a5 a  sugar aristocrats, or sacarocracia, budt their  are still an integral part of France today
gatesway to thewr empire. Reddled with forts  opubent homes in town, not in theis ingenias  Martinique, Saint Domingue (now H,rl:raq;ri
and churches, even cathedrals, San Jusnand  (sugar plantations). Today in Cuba, the Guadeloupe have a Crecle heritage, but are
Ravana were cartiully plnned cities. The  towns  remain  untouched, but most  definitely Gallic, while St Pierre in Martinioue
Spanish stybe is distinctive in the West Indies  plantation homes were cestroed dunng the & still referred to a2 “the Pans of the Antilles’
and has spread throughout. Colonial war of independence or during Castros  The distinctive houses, built with local
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DESIGMNER CLASSICS

t's hard to do justice 1o the extrems mix of
siylies in the Canbbean. Four key siyses are
Modern, “Fusion’, Dutch and traditona

L anbbean

Alldimel vilds, I.|

The post-modern willas created by hiyron
Go jl:rgcr I a".r"._"_:._l la ang awe-anspinng.
Sharg Curves merge In
whitewashed struciunes Tacmg The Ndnzon
on West Shoal Bay,

The 12,000sq fi wilas, filled with vived
cobours and oversized Turnshungs, woulkdn't
look out of place in Los Angeles or Bdiami
Jane Goldfinger, the mtenor designer, has
ped Russian and Braziban themes 1o create
an opulent exateism

angies and

Larlisie Bay, Antgua
Combining the hip and the slegant will
lasd-back cool, Carile Eay has achieved

Iy without amogande, The intengrs Dy
Mary Fou ofi a sober yel
sumiptuous feel. Wide open spaces are filled
wiith wodd sacker  furniture,
covered i miles of cool white labmcs and
silk cushions in subthe lawenoers and greens

It% a successful blend of stybes, incluaing
Caribbaan, European and Indonesian, that
sirikes 2 balance between the eye-Latching

The modenn
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The British Vingin Islands, wnlike Antigua and
Jarnaica, have few histoncal landmarks asce
from sunken wrecks and keep a genuing
C aribbean flavour

While Antigua’s Jumby Bay, for example
harks back to the grand colomal era wath
mahogany four postess, a hacienda-shyle
pefate howse” with wooaden caling fans and
TiAnCuned the EY] remain meshs

Lipsers.
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hi rainbow-gabled facades of Curagao
are world-farmmous. Willemstads splendid
17th- and 18th-century Dutch colonial
buildings are a legacy to the world and ane
nowy isted a8 a UNESCO World Hentage sibe
along waith the Great Wall of China and
thig _"'| kAaha .:".;,:""l'_: l'_-'.l":'":
guarters of Punda
and Ofrabanda have kept thér cobouriu
Caribbean tones and aré home 10 $ome of
fenha

wWillemstad's Rsion

the musi-5ee ughts such as the
house, & bold yelliow three-stoney house that
shipws typical Iberian influences on Dutch
architecture, In weddng cake styie, 1lhe
rococn buldng features heawly decorated
curves and gables and Stands out agaunst
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What next?

MID-RAMGE: Vingin Holidays offers packages to
Anguilla's Cap Juluca. Pricés Star fom

£1, 558 per person for seen nights, including
corinental breakfast, tenns and waler sports
Tol: GBTO 220 2TRR. www.viginholcays. co.uk

LUUIRY: Casibtours affers packages 1o Carlisle
Bay in Antigua from £2,257 per person, from
Jansary 2005, The price inclades seven pights”
accommaodation, midwesk lights, prate
transfers and daily breakiast,

Tel: 020 F151 0GE0. waw.caniblours.co.

LUURT: Complete Cashbean has seven
nights at Biras Creek in the Beitish Vign
lslands from £2,127 pir pérson i January
2005, The price incluades accommodation in A
Gasden Suite on full-boasd, pivane Transiers
and scheduled return fights Trom Gabwics
el 1423 531031.

W Complelecannbaan. couk



